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22nd Sunday after Pentecost  

Polka Mass  
November 9, 2025 10:00 a.m.        

 
Welcome to people new to this church or faith, long time  Luther-
ans, and Christians from every tradition. Welcome to all who 
have no church home, want to follow Christ, have doubts, or do 
not believe. Welcome to new visitors and old friends. Welcome 
to   people of every age and size, color and culture, sexual ori-
entation and marital status, ability and challenge. Welcome to 
believers and questioners and questioning believers. This is a 
place where you are welcome to celebrate and sorrow, rejoice 
and recover. This is a place where lives are made new. Wel-
come on this day.  Please fill out the “Worship Slip” and place it 
in the offering plate. ( * ) Asterisk means, “Please stand as you 
are able.”    

 
Music         Psalmody   “Come let us Sing to the Lord”   

 
The Gathering    

 
*Confession and Forgiveness   
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.   
 
Blessed be the  †  holy Trinity,  
The one who fashions us,  
The one who heals us,  
The one who reforms us again and again. 
 Amen.   
 
Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.    
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination     
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 Upcoming Events: 
 

October Benevolence Offering -  
St. Stephen’s Child Development Center 

 
Nov. 11 Scouts 6:00 pm 
 
Nov. 11 Church Council 6:30 pm 
 
Nov. 12 Preschool Chapel 10:15  
 
Nov. 12 Bible Study  Weds. 7:30 pm  
 
Nov. 13 Mens beginner A.A. Thursdays 7:00 pm Fireside  
 

Nov. 13 MMRR Circle 10:30 am 
 
Nov. 14 A.A. Fridays  7:00 pm Fellowship Hall 
 
Nov. 17 Embroiders 7:00 pm Fireside room 
 
Nov. 20 Women’s Café Group 6:00 pm Thursdays 
  Dinner and devotions (Bring your “hopes”) 
 
Nov. 23 Stewardship Sunday, Children’s Turkey Trot &  
  Thanksgiving Potluck 
 
Nov. 24—Dec. 3 El Salvador Delegation 
 
Dec. 2  Trinity Tuesday 6:30 pm - Discretion Brew 41st  
 
Dec. 7  Save the Date Christmas Pageant 
 

Pastor’s Office Hours Wed & Thurs. 10:00 to 1:00 
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Bill, Connie,  Doug, Janet, 

Jeanette, John,  Judi,      

Karina, Patrick,  Robert, 

Shelly, Sheila  &  Tina  
 

 

Our St. Stephen’s Community is so good at lending a hand 
when needed. From property care to our Oktoberfest:  

 

~ Shed clean out & dump runs 

~ Plant care 

~ Repair and paint our trellis 

~ Brighten up our fellowship area with fresh bench paint 

~ Thrivent Action Team lead 

~ Grocery Shopper 

~ Decorations & Crafts 

~ Jump house provider 

~ Set up  & Clean up crew 

~ C o o k s  

 

 All of YOU who brought food  beer  

AND  

 Participated in our German Hootenanny 
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P:  Source of all life,  
C:  We confess that we have not allowed  
 Your grace to set us free.  
 We fear that we are not good enough.  
 We hear your word of love freely given to us,  
 Yet we expect others to earn it.  
 We turn the church inward,  
 Rather than moving it outward.  
 Forgive us.  Stir us.  
 Reform us to be a church powered by love,  
 Willing to speak for what is right,  
 Act for what is just,  
 And seek the healing of your whole creation.  
 Amen.   
 
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us   
 And to empower our lives in the world.   
 Our sins are forgiven,    
 † God’s love is unconditional,   
 And we are raised up as God’s people  
 Who will always be made new,   
 In the name of Jesus Christ.   
  Amen.    

 
*Opening Hymn         
 
 “Death Be Never Last”  Blue #10030 
 
We walk in light of countless faces 
Bright as beams of rising sun,  
certain as the morning chases 
Night in  endless ages’ run. 
 
 REFRAIN 
 Turning eyes now to their shining mem’ry,  
 To their faithful past, 
 Saints be now the truth divining; 
 Death be now but never last. 
      (hymn continued) 
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When sorrow’s heavy hand has weighted  
loss against the greater gain, 
Pinning down that grief sore fatted  
Laden on the deed of pain,  REFRAIN 
 
When joy returns with laughter singing 
Thanks to God for life’s sweet song, 
Let us follow after bringing  
thanks to God for those now gone. REFRAIN 
 
 
 

*Greeting   
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,        
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  

 
 
 Call To Worship        “Come Now and Worship”   
     (Tune: Roll Out the Barrel) 
 
Come Now and worship  
Come now and worship the Lord  
Come now and worship  
Join as we sing and adore  
Gather together  
Give God the praise that is due  
Hear us as we come to worship  
Sing praise to you.   
 
We bring our gifts  
Gifts of our selves and our lives.  
With bread and wine  
We offer you our whole lives.  
This celebration  
Draws us all closer to you.  
Hear us as we come to worship.  
Singing praise to you.   
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     NEW   

Six Week Study  

    Gospel of Matthew  

 

Join us as we explore the tenderness and tensions in the 
teachings of Jesus through Matthew: “The Gospel of    
Promised Blessings” by Dr. Matthew Skinner. The six-week 
Bible study November 5—December 17. We’ll meet each 
Wednesday, except for Thanksgiving Eve, November 26. 
See a short promo video for this study here  on Youtube!   

 
You can order the book for $10 on Kindle, ~$12.50 for pa-
perback, or $14 through Christa if you’d like her to order 
one for you. Scholarships are available! 

 
If you don’t have time to read between sessions or need to 
skip a week, that’s perfectly fine. Come for the scripture and 
conversation whenever you can. Friends are always       
welcome.  Submit any inquiries to Christa Garcia at 
christawynekengarcia@gmail.com 

 

On ZOOM    
with our Seminarian Christa  

 
Check email on Tues. for link 

 

WEDNESDAYS   
         7:30 – 8:30 pm  

       
As we grow in our faith, we grow in community. 

https://youtu.be/WiXPpeI0xiA?si=ala88yor0wVGvwjt
https://www.amazon.com/Matthew-Promised-Blessings-L-Skinner/dp/1791030130/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W09R7MLZMNA4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KVHdxl0jd2Q_KV0MpiTujzTJIWFurGRcsudenLhrc3yxMp3CW3OP5vKnoa2ZEDij86kmIMTl_4QfSj_LF8NZ-L-IcKmhW7TsgEChRPveeW-h19DXP-wS6DWo11QqAlwa0lRAwO99nt
https://www.amazon.com/Matthew-Promised-Blessings-L-Skinner/dp/1791030130/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W09R7MLZMNA4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KVHdxl0jd2Q_KV0MpiTujzTJIWFurGRcsudenLhrc3yxMp3CW3OP5vKnoa2ZEDij86kmIMTl_4QfSj_LF8NZ-L-IcKmhW7TsgEChRPveeW-h19DXP-wS6DWo11QqAlwa0lRAwO99nt
mailto:christawynekengarcia@gmail.com
mailto:christawynekengarcia@gmail.com
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Our Preschool is enrolling NOW.     
Ages 2-4 

 Full & Part Time openings.    

Tell your friends! 

Contact Kathy 462-4453 

 
Snippets from  

Strategic Recommendations  
for the ELCA 

 
“Welcome brings peace.  If you are welcome and 
you belong in a space, you tend to feel at peace 
there.  And if you feel marginalized in a space, 
you’re not going to feel peace there.  Really, at it’s 
core,     hospitality is about peace”. 
 

~   ~   ~ 
 
“We are not being warm just so people will come 
and join us.  We are working to establish in our   
ministry the culture that we want to be curious 
about people because God is curious about people.” 
 

~   ~   ~  
 
“We need to accompany folks.  We need to receive, 
as well as give.  It’s reciprocal—and all about        
relationships.  That’s what God does with us.” 
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Jesus our Savior.  
Died on the cross just for us.  
Rose from the dead  
He gives salvation to us.  
Gather together  
Drawing us closer to you.  
Hear us as we come to worship.  
Singing praise to you.     
 
 
*Prayer of the Day  
 
P: May God be with you.          
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us Pray.  
 
 
God Stories   
 
 

The Word of God   
 
 
First Reading                   Job. 19:23-27         Celebrate pg. 1  
 
R: Word of God, Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Psalm  Psalm 17 Choir with cong. response    
    celebrate pg. 2 
 
 
Second Reading      2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17     Cel. pg. 3  
 
R: Word of God, Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

                   (Please stand as you are able)   





https://ststephenslutheran.org
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Post Communion Hymn    
 
 “Let Us Sing” (Wooden Heart)   
 
Let us sing, let us sing, let us sing to Christ our King. 
Sing to Christ our King as we ask for his help this day. 
God is good God is kind,   
God will give us peace of mind,  
Give us peace of mind if we following God’s way.  
There’s no strings upon this love  
God gives, God asks only your love in return  
God is good, God is kind,   
God will give us peace of mind,  
Give us peace of mind if we follow in God’s way.   

 
 
*Blessing   
 
P: God all mighty,   
 God most merciful   
 † bless you, keep you,   
 And give you peace.  
C: Amen.   

 
 

*Closing Hymn 
 
 “God, Bless the Hands”  Blue #1022 
 
God, bless the hands stretched out in love  
through floods below and storms above; 
they search and rescue, comfort, calm,  
give shelter, offer healing balm. 
Oh, guard them by your steadfast hand; 
Reach out in love to help us stand. 
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Offering Prayer            
 
P: Let us Pray...   
 Blessed are you, O God,   
 Source of every gift of your creation   
 By these gifts and with our lives,   
 Help us to serve one another and all in need,   
 Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
 Amen.     
 
 
 
 
 
*Great Thanksgiving   
 
P: May God be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord  
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and  
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the prom-
ise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in 
one body people of every tongue and nation.  
 
 
 
 
 *Words of Institution    
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 *Lord’s Prayer   
 
Our Father, in heaven,       

 hallowed be your name,       

 your kingdom come,       

 your will be done,       

 on earth as in heaven.      

Give us today, our daily bread.     

Forgive us our sins       

 as we forgive those       

 who sin against us.     

Save us from the time of trial,       

 and deliver us from evil.     

 For the kingdom,       

 the power and the glory are yours     

Now and forever.      Amen       

 
 
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table.   
 Come, here is your God.     
 
 

(You may be seated)    
 
 
 

Holy Communion  
 
Guests: You are welcome to come forward to receive  Com-
munion as part of this church family!  Children are  welcome 
to come forward and receive a special blessing if they have 
never communed before. Communion is by  intinction, which 
means that we dip the bread into either  the wine (red) or 
grape juice (white). Please follow the guidance of the ushers 
as to when and how you are to come forward.     
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Lamb of God      (Tune:  Edelweiss) 
 
Lamb of God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the world’s sin.  
Lamb of God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the world’s sin.  
Mercy and peace may you grant to us,  
Grant to us forever.  
Lamb of God, Lamb of God, grant to us your peace.    
 
 
 
Communion Hymn           
 
 “This is Christ’s Body”  Blue  #967 
 
This is Christ’s body, broken and blest. 
Feed us with mercy and love. 
We are Christ’s body, broken and blest. 
Heal us and make us one. 
 
 
 
 

The Sending  
 
 
 
 *Communion Blessing   
 
P: May this Holy Communion of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  

C: Amen.    

 
 
 
 



10 

 

 *Lord’s Prayer   
 
Our Father, in heaven,       

 hallowed be your name,       

 your kingdom come,       

 your will be done,       

 on earth as in heaven.      
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Forgive us our sins       

 as we forgive those       

 who sin against us.     

Save us from the time of trial,       

 and deliver us from evil.     
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Now and forever.      Amen       

 
 
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table.   
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Guests: You are welcome to come forward to receive  Com-
munion as part of this church family!  Children are  welcome 
to come forward and receive a special blessing if they have 
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means that we dip the bread into either  the wine (red) or 
grape juice (white). Please follow the guidance of the ushers 
as to when and how you are to come forward.     
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Lamb of God      (Tune:  Edelweiss) 
 
Lamb of God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the world’s sin.  
Lamb of God, Lamb of God,   
you take away the world’s sin.  
Mercy and peace may you grant to us,  
Grant to us forever.  
Lamb of God, Lamb of God, grant to us your peace.    
 
 
 
Communion Hymn           
 
 “This is Christ’s Body”  Blue  #967 
 
This is Christ’s body, broken and blest. 
Feed us with mercy and love. 
We are Christ’s body, broken and blest. 
Heal us and make us one. 
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 *Communion Blessing   
 
P: May this Holy Communion of our Lord Jesus Christ  
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  

C: Amen.    
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Post Communion Hymn    
 
 “Let Us Sing” (Wooden Heart)   
 
Let us sing, let us sing, let us sing to Christ our King. 
Sing to Christ our King as we ask for his help this day. 
God is good God is kind,   
God will give us peace of mind,  
Give us peace of mind if we following God’s way.  
There’s no strings upon this love  
God gives, God asks only your love in return  
God is good, God is kind,   
God will give us peace of mind,  
Give us peace of mind if we follow in God’s way.   

 
 
*Blessing   
 
P: God all mighty,   
 God most merciful   
 † bless you, keep you,   
 And give you peace.  
C: Amen.   

 
 

*Closing Hymn 
 
 “God, Bless the Hands”  Blue #1022 
 
God, bless the hands stretched out in love  
through floods below and storms above; 
they search and rescue, comfort, calm,  
give shelter, offer healing balm. 
Oh, guard them by your steadfast hand; 
Reach out in love to help us stand. 
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Offering Prayer            
 
P: Let us Pray...   
 Blessed are you, O God,   
 Source of every gift of your creation   
 By these gifts and with our lives,   
 Help us to serve one another and all in need,   
 Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
 Amen.     
 
 
 
 
 
*Great Thanksgiving   
 
P: May God be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord  
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and  
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the prom-
ise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in 
one body people of every tongue and nation.  
 
 
 
 
 *Words of Institution    
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Our Preschool is enrolling NOW.     
Ages 2-4 

 Full & Part Time openings.    

Tell your friends! 

Contact Kathy 462-4453 

 
Snippets from  

Strategic Recommendations  
for the ELCA 

 
“Welcome brings peace.  If you are welcome and 
you belong in a space, you tend to feel at peace 
there.  And if you feel marginalized in a space, 
you’re not going to feel peace there.  Really, at it’s 
core,     hospitality is about peace”. 
 

~   ~   ~ 
 
“We are not being warm just so people will come 
and join us.  We are working to establish in our   
ministry the culture that we want to be curious 
about people because God is curious about people.” 
 

~   ~   ~  
 
“We need to accompany folks.  We need to receive, 
as well as give.  It’s reciprocal—and all about        
relationships.  That’s what God does with us.” 
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Jesus our Savior.  
Died on the cross just for us.  
Rose from the dead  
He gives salvation to us.  
Gather together  
Drawing us closer to you.  
Hear us as we come to worship.  
Singing praise to you.     
 
 
*Prayer of the Day  
 
P: May God be with you.          
C: And also with you.  
 
P: Let us Pray.  
 
 
God Stories   
 
 

The Word of God   
 
 
First Reading                   Job. 19:23-27         Celebrate pg. 1  
 
R: Word of God, Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
 
Psalm  Psalm 17 Choir with cong. response    
    celebrate pg. 2 
 
 
Second Reading      2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17     Cel. pg. 3  
 
R: Word of God, Word of Life.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

                   (Please stand as you are able)   
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When sorrow’s heavy hand has weighted  
loss against the greater gain, 
Pinning down that grief sore fatted  
Laden on the deed of pain,  REFRAIN 
 
When joy returns with laughter singing 
Thanks to God for life’s sweet song, 
Let us follow after bringing  
thanks to God for those now gone. REFRAIN 
 
 
 

*Greeting   
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,        
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: And also with you.  

 
 
 Call To Worship        “Come Now and Worship”   
     (Tune: Roll Out the Barrel) 
 
Come Now and worship  
Come now and worship the Lord  
Come now and worship  
Join as we sing and adore  
Gather together  
Give God the praise that is due  
Hear us as we come to worship  
Sing praise to you.   
 
We bring our gifts  
Gifts of our selves and our lives.  
With bread and wine  
We offer you our whole lives.  
This celebration  
Draws us all closer to you.  
Hear us as we come to worship.  
Singing praise to you.   
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     NEW   

Six Week Study  

    Gospel of Matthew  

 

Join us as we explore the tenderness and tensions in the 
teachings of Jesus through Matthew: “The Gospel of    
Promised Blessings” by Dr. Matthew Skinner. The six-week 
Bible study November 5—December 17. We’ll meet each 
Wednesday, except for Thanksgiving Eve, November 26. 
See a short promo video for this study here  on Youtube!   

 
You can order the book for $10 on Kindle, ~$12.50 for pa-
perback, or $14 through Christa if you’d like her to order 
one for you. Scholarships are available! 

 
If you don’t have time to read between sessions or need to 
skip a week, that’s perfectly fine. Come for the scripture and 
conversation whenever you can. Friends are always       
welcome.  Submit any inquiries to Christa Garcia at 
christawynekengarcia@gmail.com 

 

On ZOOM    
with our Seminarian Christa  

 
Check email on Tues. for link 

 

WEDNESDAYS   
         7:30 – 8:30 pm  

       
As we grow in our faith, we grow in community. 

https://youtu.be/WiXPpeI0xiA?si=ala88yor0wVGvwjt
https://www.amazon.com/Matthew-Promised-Blessings-L-Skinner/dp/1791030130/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W09R7MLZMNA4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KVHdxl0jd2Q_KV0MpiTujzTJIWFurGRcsudenLhrc3yxMp3CW3OP5vKnoa2ZEDij86kmIMTl_4QfSj_LF8NZ-L-IcKmhW7TsgEChRPveeW-h19DXP-wS6DWo11QqAlwa0lRAwO99nt
https://www.amazon.com/Matthew-Promised-Blessings-L-Skinner/dp/1791030130/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W09R7MLZMNA4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.KVHdxl0jd2Q_KV0MpiTujzTJIWFurGRcsudenLhrc3yxMp3CW3OP5vKnoa2ZEDij86kmIMTl_4QfSj_LF8NZ-L-IcKmhW7TsgEChRPveeW-h19DXP-wS6DWo11QqAlwa0lRAwO99nt
mailto:christawynekengarcia@gmail.com
mailto:christawynekengarcia@gmail.com
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~ Thrivent Action Team lead 
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P:  Source of all life,  
C:  We confess that we have not allowed  
 Your grace to set us free.  
 We fear that we are not good enough.  
 We hear your word of love freely given to us,  
 Yet we expect others to earn it.  
 We turn the church inward,  
 Rather than moving it outward.  
 Forgive us.  Stir us.  
 Reform us to be a church powered by love,  
 Willing to speak for what is right,  
 Act for what is just,  
 And seek the healing of your whole creation.  
 Amen.   
 
P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us   
 And to empower our lives in the world.   
 Our sins are forgiven,    
 † God’s love is unconditional,   
 And we are raised up as God’s people  
 Who will always be made new,   
 In the name of Jesus Christ.   
  Amen.    

 
*Opening Hymn         
 
 “Death Be Never Last”  Blue #10030 
 
We walk in light of countless faces 
Bright as beams of rising sun,  
certain as the morning chases 
Night in  endless ages’ run. 
 
 REFRAIN 
 Turning eyes now to their shining mem’ry,  
 To their faithful past, 
 Saints be now the truth divining; 
 Death be now but never last. 
      (hymn continued) 
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22nd Sunday after Pentecost  

Polka Mass  
November 9, 2025 10:00 a.m.        

 
Welcome to people new to this church or faith, long time  Luther-
ans, and Christians from every tradition. Welcome to all who 
have no church home, want to follow Christ, have doubts, or do 
not believe. Welcome to new visitors and old friends. Welcome 
to   people of every age and size, color and culture, sexual ori-
entation and marital status, ability and challenge. Welcome to 
believers and questioners and questioning believers. This is a 
place where you are welcome to celebrate and sorrow, rejoice 
and recover. This is a place where lives are made new. Wel-
come on this day.  Please fill out the “Worship Slip” and place it 
in the offering plate. ( * ) Asterisk means, “Please stand as you 
are able.”    

 
Music         Psalmody   “Come let us Sing to the Lord”   

 
The Gathering    

 
*Confession and Forgiveness   
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.   
 
Blessed be the  †  holy Trinity,  
The one who fashions us,  
The one who heals us,  
The one who reforms us again and again. 
 Amen.   
 
Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.    
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination     
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Nov. 12 Preschool Chapel 10:15  
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  Thanksgiving Potluck 
 
Nov. 24—Dec. 3 El Salvador Delegation 
 
Dec. 2  Trinity Tuesday 6:30 pm - Discretion Brew 41st  
 
Dec. 7  Save the Date Christmas Pageant 
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